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Happy New Year.

With a new administration in Washington DC, hope is in the air.  Not only hope for the United States but also for a better and more peaceful world.

While waiting for hope to materialize, we face a difficult year with the financial crisis and its consequences. The positive aspect of this situation is that we can slow down, review our strategies and approaches.  This is the opportunity to ask ourselves if we are still faithful to our mission and have people benefitted from our hard work?

With this opportunity to reinvent ourselves, WEDO is dedicated to building more alliances with partners in the North and the South to pull our resources together.  The sum of our parts is always more efficient and powerful.  We will reach out to women and environmental groups at the grassroots level to join our global movement.   We will strive to amplify women's voices-from low income neighborhoods in the U.S. to rural villages in Africa-to create better living conditions for women of the world and planet Earth.

WEDO aspires to greater collaboration and appeals to our partners to join us as we overcome past barriers, make bold moves and renew our commitment, so all of us can reach our common goals.

Xuan Nguyen 

The Post-Poznan Climate: No Time To Waste
by Cate Owren 
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It is finally here:  the year that climate change decision-makers, advocates and activists have worked toward. The year that countries must come to compromise, must commit to emissions reductions, must put financing mechanisms into effect. The year that ends in Copenhagen-where the 15th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) must produce an outcome that will serve as follow-up to the Kyoto Protocol. 

And for women around the world, this is also the year that WEDO works to secure a place for gender in that outcome.

Some called last December's UNFCCC meeting in Poznan, Poland, the world's largest and most expensive "waiting room". In many respects, it is understandable that the negotiations have been moving slowly-perhaps the greatest hurdle, the world's wounded economy serves to distract attention away from what are often considered very technical policy discussions on climate change, far removed from our everyday lives. In addition, the outgoing U.S. delegation served as a convenient stalling tactic; countries were reluctant to bring new positions to the table when it was yet unclear how the new U.S. administration would approach negotiations. 

READ MORE
WEDO was very busy during the Poznan COP! 
 
First, we were very pleased to partner with IIED on their well-respected two-day side event, Development & Climate Days.  Together with GGCA (the Global Gender and Climate Alliance, of which WEDO is a founding member), we organized a session on gender and climate change. 

Next, we launched our newest study, Gender and Climate Change Finance, which author Athena Peralta presented, along with expert panelists Liane Schalatek (Heinrich Boell- North America), Monique Essed-Fernandes (WEDO/GGCA) and Mazoe Gondwe (ActionAid- Malawi).  The side event, entitled "Equitable Financing", was co-sponsored by Heinrich Boell, ActionAid, GGCA and UNDP, and it is archived as a webcast on the UNFCCC website. 
New Publication:  Gender and Climate Change Financing: A Case Study from the Philippines 

by Nadia Johnson
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What do women's rights have to do with climate finance? Investing in women is one of the most effective ways to advance sustainable development and fight climate change devastation. Taking an in-depth look at the Philippines, WEDO explores the gender dimensions of climate finance at the national level in our latest publication Gender and Climate Change Finance: A Case Study from the Philippines.
READ MORE
Making Our Work Possible

by Mary Fridley

As WEDO continues to work with national partners on the development and implementation of gender-sensitive climate change policies, we do so with contributions from two new foundational partners.  Support from the New Field Foundation makes it possible for WEDO to work with the Environmental Action for the Third World (ENDA) in Senegal to launch a year-long caravan specifically designed to educate and activate women in rural areas of the country around issues related to climate change.  A grant from the Libra Foundation will enable WEDO to expand its campaign, "From Katrina to Copenhagen:  Women Demand U.S. Action on Climate Change, " to include a series of "Town Hall" educational events in five cities, beginning in New Orleans, Louisiana and culminating in Copenhagen, Denmark at the UN-sponsored global climate change negotiations in December 2009.  WEDO is deeply grateful to both New Field and Libra for their continued commitment to human rights and social justice.
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It's easy to support WEDO.  Using JustGive, you can easily (and safely!) donate to WEDO online.  Just click on the button at right to support WEDO today. 
Because when women lead, the world benefits. 
GEAR Advocates Continue to Campaign for Stronger U.N. for Women
by Colette Tamko
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Advocates are hopeful that the consensus by the General Assembly in September 2008 to move forward on the creation of a stronger women's entity at the United Nations could result in a new structure taking shape as early as next year. 

Excitement over this prospect continues to fuel the Gender Equality Architecture Reform (GEAR) Campaign, as GEAR campaigners in all regions and in New York work to maintain the momentum of the campaign. Women's groups spanning all regions began to call for the creation of a strong, fully resourced women's entity in 2007. A few months later at the 52nd Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), the GEAR Campaign was formally launched in February 2008.

GEAR advocates are now busy providing inputs on the structure of the new women's entity (i.e. governance, field presence, funding and staffing), which promises to deliver real results for women on the ground. In addition, the GEAR Campaign is collaborating with a UN working group to make sure that its demands are taken into consideration as the details of the new entity are developed. Once the working group's paper is finalized by the UN Deputy Secretary General in the upcoming weeks, governments will discuss these options.


READ MORE 
WEDO's advocacy just got bolder!
Come visit the WEDO REDO.
www.wedo.org
A Ripple of Change Across the U.S. and the World
by Rachel Harris
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The people of the United States made history on November 4, 2008 by electing Barack Obama as the first African-American president of the United States. The extraordinary election and inauguration of President Obama that drew an estimated two million people to Washington, DC is an inspiration to continue to break through glass ceilings.  

More barriers are expected to be broken this year as the U.S. takes steps to engage with other countries on developing a socially just international climate change agreement in Copenhagen this December at the United Nations Convention on Climate Change Conference of Parties. 

Less than four years ago, the devastation and destruction of Hurricane's Katrina and Rita impressed upon the world the reality of U.S. poverty and its vulnerability to climate change.  For many Americans, it was a wake-up call.  Since then, the U.S. has endured droughts in the Southeast, destructive flooding along the Mississippi River, more intense and frequent tornadoes in the plains states, fires and mudslides in the West and, erratic and intense storms causing power outages and flooding in the East.

Through our campaign From Katrina to Copenhagen: Women Demand U.S. Action on Climate Change, WEDO is mobilizing U.S. women on the issue of climate change. Protecting those who are most at risk, like women, who as the majority of the world's poor are among the most vulnerable, will require the U.S. to finally participate in climate change negotiations and sign and ratify an international, binding climate change agreement. It will also require emissions reductions. The safety and health of millions around the world, including the U.S., depends on it.  

Help us send a ripple of change not only across the United States but also around the world by joining our From Katrina to Copenhagen: Women Demand U.S. Action on Climate Change campaign!

Rachel Harris is WEDO's U.S. Climate Change Campaign Coordinator
Inside WEDO 
 

Welcome to our new colleagues!
WEDO formally welcomed its new Executive Director, Xuan Nguyen, at a reception held at WEDO's office in New York. More than 50 friends and colleagues gathered as WEDO board member, Nafis Sadik, introduced Xuan, highlighting her long commitment to women's rights-first as director of ADAPT, a human trafficking prevention program in Vietnam, as executive director of the Refugee Women's Network and later as Director of Health and Human Services at the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants. Xuan, in her remarks, emphasized the importance of reaching out to grassroots women as WEDO goes forward with its mission. She also acknowledged the contributions of her predecessors to the women's movement: "I stand on the shoulders of the remarkable women who built WEDO." Xuan drew laughs from the crowd when she made reference to WEDO founder Bella Abzug, who was famous for her signature hats, saying that not only would she have big shoes to fill as WEDO's new Executive Director but also big hats! 

To view reception photos, click here. 

WEDO also welcomes back Nathalie Margi who started as a fellow with the Gender and Governance Program and is now working as Program Associate. Originally from France, Nathalie has a Master's Degree in Women's and Gender Studies from Rutgers University with a concentration in International Human Rights. A dedicated activist, she has been involved in a range of issues, from HIV/AIDS prevention to women's political participation. During her graduate studies, she worked with the Center for Women's Global Leadership, a women's human rights organization, notably on UN Reform.  Marissa Jeffery is a student at Barnard College and is pursuing her degree in English and Women's Studies. She hails from New Mexico, and is an intern in Communications, where she will be working on the From Katrina to Copenhagen: Women Demand U.S. Action on Climate Change Campaign as well as a several cross-cutting advocacy projects. 

Goodbye

WEDO says goodbye to Mary Fridley, Development Director. Mary joined the WEDO team in 2007 and spear-headed an effort to diversify our portfolio, work with smaller foundations and to broaden our visibility in the U.S. She was also key in developing the From Katrina to Copenhagen: Women Demand U.S. Action on Climate Change Campaign. We wish her success in her future endeavors.

Editors: Anna Grossman and Mary Godinho

Contributors: Rachel Harris, Nadia Johnson, Cate Owren, Colette Tamko

WEDO is an international organization that advocates for women's equality in global policy.  Working in key global forums such as the UN, WEDO advocates for and seeks to empower women as decision makers to achieve economic, social and gender justice, a healthy, peaceful planet and human rights for all. For more information, visit www.wedo.org.
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