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The following are recommendations for improvement of or inclusion of gender language text of the January 10, 2012 version of the Rio+20 “The Future We Want” zero-draft outcome document. Recommended language is in bold. Comments are bold and italicized.

I. Preamble/Stage Setting

2. We reaffirm our determination to free humanity from hunger and want through the eradication of all forms of poverty and strive for societies which are just, equitable and inclusive, for economic stability and growth sustainable development that benefits all.

4. We are also committed to enhancing cooperation and addressing the urgent ongoing crises and emerging issues in ways which will enhance opportunities for all, be centred on human rights and development, including equality between women and men, while preserving and protecting the life support system of our common home, our shared planet.

II. Renewing Political Commitment

 [B. Assessing the progress to date and the remaining gaps in the implementation of the outcomes of the major summits on sustainable development and addressing new and emerging challenges (Integration, Implementation, Coherence)]
11. We acknowledge, [….]. Unsustainable development has increased the stress on the earth's limited natural resources and on the carrying capacity of ecosystems. Our planet supports seven billion people expected to reach nine billion by 2050, which will require innovative policies that take a human rights-based approach to address underlying inequities.

 [C. Engaging major groups]
17. We underscore [….] It is important to recognize civil society’s pivotal role in building momentum that encourages the transformational change required from Rio+20, and thus it is important to enable all members of civil society to be actively engaged in sustainable development by incorporating their specific knowledge and practical know-how into all levels of policy making. In this regard, we also acknowledge the role of national parliaments in furthering sustainable development in cooperation with civil society.

21. We recognize the importance of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the global, regional and national implementation of sustainable development strategies, as well as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in ensuring women’s full and equitable participation, access to information, leadership and advancement toward equality. We also recognize the need to reflect the views of children and youth as the issues we are addressing will have a deep impact on the youth of today and the generations that follow. 
III. Green Economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication

A. Framing the context of the green economy, challenges and opportunities
25. We are convinced that a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication should contribute to meeting key goals – in particular the priorities […] inclusive and equitable growth development that generates employment, including expanded opportunities for women and youth. It should be based on the Rio principles, in particular the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, and should be people-centred and inclusive, providing opportunities and benefits for all citizens and all countries.

26. We view a green economy as a means to achieve sustainable development, which must remain our overarching goal. We acknowledge that a green economy […], promote social equity and gender equality, increase resource efficiency, promote sustainable consumption and production patterns, and move the world toward low-carbon development.

29. We are convinced that support socially responsive green economy policies and measures that can offer win-win opportunities to improve the integration of economic development with environmental sustainability and social equity to all countries, regardless of the structure of their economy and their level of development.

31. We note […] We therefore resolve that international efforts to help countries build a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication must not: 

Add new: a) exacerbate inequalities, especially for already vulnerable populations;

B. Toolkits and experience sharing
33. We support the creation of an international knowledge-sharing platform to facilitate countries’ green economy policy design and implementation, including: 

c) a set of indicators to measure progress, including on gender equality;

C. Framework for action
42. We realize that to make significant progress towards building green economies will require new investments, new skills formation, technology development, transfer and access, and capacity building in all countries that benefits both women and men. We acknowledge the particular need to provide support to developing countries in this regard and agree: 

f) To support developing countries’ scientists and engineers and scientific and engineering institutions to foster their efforts to develop green local technologies and use traditional knowledge, particularly involving women in science and technology; 

IV. Institutional framework for sustainable development

A. Strengthening/reforming/integrating the three pillars
44. We recognize that strong governance at local, national, regional and global levels is critical for advancing sustainable development. The strengthening and reform of the institutional framework should, among other things:

c) Fund and monitor progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and relevant outcomes and agreements, at local, national, regional and global levels.
V. Framework for action and follow-up

A.  Priority/key/thematic/cross-sectoral issues and areas
[Gender equality] Propose moving the Gender Equality section from the end of Section A to here, after para 63, to clearly demonstrate the cross-cutting nature.
64102. We recognize that gender equality is integral to sustainable development, which depends on economic contributions, both formal and informal, of women and men. We note with concern that persistent social and economic inequities continue to affect women and children, who make up the majority of those living in poverty. 

65103. We call for removing barriers that have prevented women from being full participants in the economy and society and unlocking their potential as drivers of sustainable development, including through promotion of gender-responsive sustainable development institutions and policies that advance women’s participation and leadership at all levels. We agree to prioritize measures to promote gender equality in all spheres of our societies, including education, employment, access to and ownership of resources, access to justice, political representation, institutional decision-making, care giving and household and community management. 

66104. We support the work of UN Women, other intergovernmental agencies working on gender, and women’s organizations and networks in civil society in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women in all aspects of life and bringing greater attention to the linkages between gender equality and justice and the achievement of sustainable development.

 [Energy] 

70. We propose to build on the Sustainable Energy for All initiative launched by the Secretary-General, [….] We call for provision of adequate financial resources, of sufficient quality and delivered in a timely manner, to developing countries for providing efficient and wider use of energy sources. Gender mainstreaming in energy access initiatives is particularly important in view of the health, time and economic burdens affecting women in developing countries where there is still extensive reliance on traditional biomass fuels. 
 [Green jobs-social inclusion] 

75. We recognise and acknowledge that social well being and development are also built on robust and high quality infrastructure that creates jobs, security and wealth, adds long term value and allows for broad inclusion. In this regard, we commit to enhanced infrastructure investment which promotes sustainable development. 

76. Understanding that building green economies will depend critically on creating green jobs, we agree to take the following measures:

b) address potential skills shortages through skills mapping and promoting of green jobs training programs, along with methods to ease the transition of women and youth into historically male-dominated sectors and industries;

 [Climate change] 

89. We encourage international initiatives and partnerships to address the interrelationship among water, energy, food and climate change in order to achieve synergies as well as to minimize conflicts among policy objectives, being particularly sensitive to impacts on and contributions by women and other vulnerable populations. 

 [[Gender equality] Propose moving the Gender Equality section to the top of Section A, after para 63. 
102. We recognize that sustainable development is linked to and depends on women’s economic contributions, both formal and informal. We note with concern that persistent social and economic inequities continue to affect women and children, who make up the majority of those living in poverty. 

103. We call for removing barriers that have prevented women from being full participants in the economy and unlocking their potential as drivers of sustainable development, and agree to prioritize measures to promote gender equality in all spheres of our societies, including education, employment, ownership of resources, access to justice, political representation, institutional decision-making, care giving and household and community management. 

104. We support the work of UN Women in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of women in all aspects of life and bringing greater attention to the linkages between gender equality and the promotion of sustainable development. 

B. Accelerating and measuring progress
107. We propose that the Sustainable Development Goals could include sustainable consumption and production patterns as well as priority areas such as gender equality; [….] 

109. We also propose that progress towards these Goals should be measured by appropriate indicators including gender equality and evaluated by specific targets, [….]
110. We resolve to strengthen the capacity of all countries to collect and analyze sex-disaggregated data and information needed to support the monitoring of progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. […]
[Registry/compendium of commitments]
128. We welcome the voluntary commitments made at Rio+20 and invite the Secretary-General to compile them in a registry/compendium that will serve as an accountability framework.
� For more information please contact WEDO Program Coordinator, Eleanor Blomstrom at � HYPERLINK "mailto:eleanor@wedo.org" �eleanor@wedo.org�. 





