




August 22, 2005

Dear Journalist,

This September 14th-16th world leaders from almost every nation—the overwhelming majority of whom are men—will meet at the United Nations headquarters in New York for the 2005 World Summit. They will be seeking consensus on a package of proposals linking peace and security, human rights and development with UN reform.  These critical meetings will map a vision for the future of the planet at a time when the world faces enormous political and social problems and the United Nations itself is under attack from powerful forces. There is one voice in this midst, which is proposing a comprehensive agenda for each of the issues the leaders will address, that is the voice of women.

Three leading women’s non-governmental organizations Development Alternatives With Women for a New Era (DAWN), the Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) and the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) have established the Gender Monitoring Group of the World Summit to monitor the Summit and to insert women’s perspective into the ongoing debate.  Included in this kit are a document entitled What’s a Stake for Women as well as biographies of spokeswomen (many of whom are from and based outside the US) who can address in-depth the key issues of the World Summit. These international experts in fields of human rights, development and peace and security can speak to the impact of these issues in real lives of women around the world.

Now more than ever the voices of the population which bears the brunt of the impact of war, under-development and poverty must be heard; for absent the perspective, experience, wisdom and active participation of women, the Summit cannot hope to succeed in fashioning a vision based on justice, human rights and equality. 

We invite you to review these documents and look forward to the opportunity to speak with you as the Summit approaches.

Thank you,

Charlotte Bunch, Founder and Executive Director

The Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) 

Bene Madunagu, General Coordinator
Development Alternatives With Women for a New Era (DAWN)
June Zeitlin, Executive Director
Women’s Environment and Development Organization- (WEDO)
