
 
 
 

Specific Language on GEAR in the Agreed Conclusions of 2008 CSW 
 
The following paragraphs on the new UN women’s entity were adopted by consensus by 
Member States at the 2008 Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and were included in 
the final outcome document of the CSW: 
 
8. The Commission also recognizes the importance of gender mainstreaming as a tool for 
achieving gender equality and to that end the need to promote the mainstreaming of a gender 
perspective in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and 
programmes in all political, economic and social spheres and to strengthen the capabilities of 
the United Nations system in the area of gender.  
 
19. The Commission expresses its concern at under-resourcing in the area of gender equality in 
the United Nations system, including UNIFEM and INSTRAW, the Office of the Special Adviser 
on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women and the Division for the Advancement of 
Women, and stresses the need for more effective tracking of resources allocated to and spent 
on enhancing gender equality and the empowerment of women across the United Nations 
system, including on gender mainstreaming. 
 
21. The Commission urges Governments and/or, as appropriate, the relevant funds, 
programmes and specialized agencies of the United Nations system within their respective 
mandates, and invites the international financial institutions, civil society, non-governmental 
organizations and the private sector, bearing in mind national priorities, to take the following 
actions:  
 
 (kk) Strengthen coordination, accountability, effectiveness and efficiency in the United Nations 
system for the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women, including 
through more effective mainstreaming in all aspects and enhancing its capacity to effectively 
assist States, upon their request, in implementing their programmes on gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and, to that end, make adequate and reliable human and financial 
resources available; 
 
This year, the GEAR Campaign successfully lobbied for the insertion of the following language in the 
Agreed Conclusions of the 2009 CSW: 

14. The Commission acknowledges General Assembly resolution 62/277 of 15 September 2008, 
in particular its gender-specific provisions, and in this context encourages the ongoing work on 
gender equality and the empowerment of women.  



 15 h. Strengthen coordination, accountability, effectiveness and efficiency in the United 
Nations system, including its capacity to support Member States in implementation of national 
policies for the achievement of, and to address under-resourcing in, gender equality and the 
empowerment of women;  

 


