Application for the Women’s Major Group (WMG) 

Grassroots Women Travel Fund: Enabling Participation in

The UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20
The WMG Grassroots Women Travel Fund will support the participation of up to 5 women at the Third Inter-sessional (26-27 March 2012 in New York) and up to 12 women at the Third Preparatory Committee Meeting, Days of Dialogue on Sustainable Development and the UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 (13-22 June 2012 in Rio de Janeiro).  Priority will be given to grassroots women organizers from the global South.  Please see application form attached.

Context
In June 2012, Brazil will host the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) twenty years after the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) held in Rio de Janeiro.  The conference will address implementation of renewed commitment to sustainable development and new and emerging challenges under two key themes – (1) a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication, and (2) the institutional framework for sustainable development.

Women’s involvement in the 1992 Earth Summit process led to the adoption of Agenda 21 with more than 145 references to women including an entire chapter entitled ‘Global action for women towards sustainable development’.  In Rio+20 women must ensure that governments redouble their commitments to meeting the twin goals of gender equality and sustainable development, with the full recognition that women’s experiences, knowledge and leadership are crucial to creating equitable and sustainable societies that positively impact women and their communities.

As a result of the 1992 Earth Summit, 9 major groups representing civil society were officially recognized including the Women’s Major Group (WMG), which works to ensure that gender equality and women’s rights are articulated and given priority in United Nations sustainable development policy processes.

Grassroots Women Travel Fund
The WMG received funding from UN Women to strengthen grassroots women’s voices and perspectives in the inter-governmental negotiations and outcome of Rio+20.  These limited funds will support the participation
 of up to 12 women with experience in grassroots organizing and/or advocacy in inter-governmental negotiations.  Following are two sets of criteria for grassroots organizers and policy advocates, though some applicants may straddle both categories.  Those with grassroots organizing experience in the global South will be given priority.  Please note that representatives of governments or United Nations bodies will not be considered.

Criteria for Selection of Grassroots Women Organizers

· Experience as a grassroots organizer on issues relevant to women and sustainable development (e.g. water, land, food, forestry, oceans, renewable energy etc.);

· Experience with confronting unsustainable practices and implementing alternative strategies that strengthen the role and contribution of women to sustainable development;

· Willingness to participate in WMG activities/events, liaise with other major stakeholders, and represent the WMG at events including panels, discussions and press conferences;

· Willingness to engage in advocacy with governments and report on the inter-governmental process at WMG meetings; and

· Willingness to contribute to WMG planning activities leading up to and following both inter-governmental meetings in March and June 2012.

Criteria for Selection of Women Policy Advocates
· Experience with UN inter-governmental processes, including preparing position papers, statements, advocacy proposals, etc.

· Experience with reviewing relevant documents and consolidating a variety of comments (including from grassroots activists) in an effective format for government and CSO delegates;

· Experience working on issues relevant to women and sustainable development (e.g. water, land, food, forestry, oceans, renewable energy etc.);

· Willingness to participate in WMG activities/events, liaise with other major stakeholders, and represent the WMG at events including panels, discussions and press conferences;

· Willingness to engage in advocacy with governments and report on the inter-governmental process at WMG meetings; and

· Willingness to contribute to WMG planning activities leading up to and following both inter-governmental meetings in March and June 2012.

Application Process

An international selection committee
 representing women’s networks across the thematic areas of relevance to the Rio+20 process volunteered to assess the applications and assure an equitable and balanced selection process.

· To be considered for the Third Inter-sessional from 26-27 March 2012 in New York please send a completed application form to nomination@womenrio20.org by 26 February 2012 at the latest.  Final decisions will be announced by 5 March 2012.

· To be considered for the Third Preparatory Committee Meeting, Days of Dialogue on Sustainable Development and the UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 from 13-22 June 2012 in Rio de Janeiro please send a completed application form to nomination@womenrio20.org by 12 March 2012 at the latest.  Final decisions will be announced by 30 March 2012.

*  *  *

Application for the Women’s Major Group (WMG)

Grassroots Women Travel Fund: Enabling Participation in

The UN Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 

Applications can be submitted in English (preference), French or Spanish

Send to nomination@womenrio20.org
	Which meeting are you applying to participate in?: 
	In New York 26-27 March 2012
	In Rio de Janeiro 13-22 June 2012

	First name
	Last name
	Organization

	Address
	Country

	Email
	Tel
	Website

	Category (select one or both):
	Grassroots Organizer
	Policy Advocate

	Area of expertise (select one or more):

	Water
	Food/Agriculture
	Oceans

	Land
	Forests
	Energy

	Rural
	Urban
	Other (please specify)

	Professional Referee (who has knowledge of your work):

	First name
	Last name
	Organization

	Address
	Country

	Email
	Tel
	Website (if available)

	Languages:
	
	

	Expression of Motivation (up to 500 words):

	Briefly explain how you meet the funding criteria and why you are motivated to participate in the Rio+20 process.  Please describe your work in strengthening the actions and analysis of grassroots women in sustainable development.  Also include how and with whom you plan to share your experiences after Rio+20.   Feel free to share web-links and/or materials to support your application.



	Signed
	Date
	Place


� The Women’s Major Group, comprised of over 100 organizations and individuals, is facilitated by two Organizing Partners – Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF) and Voices of African Mothers (VAM) –  and supported by a core group of Steering Committee members including Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN), International Network on Gender on Sustainable Energy (ENERGIA) and Women’s Environment Development Organization (WEDO).  Please see � HYPERLINK "http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=104" ��www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?menu=104�.


� Participation funds will cover lowest cost economy travel, hotel and a modest per diem well below UN rates.


� The international selection committee includes: Articulación de Mujeres Brasileras, Asian Women Network on Gender and Development, DAWN, ENERGIA, Global Forest Coalition, groupe genre et développement soutenable / Rio + 20, Huairou Commission, Red de Educación Popular Entre Mujeres (REPEM), VAM, WECF, WEDO and Women Organizing for Change in Agriculture and NRM (WOCAN).
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