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GLOBAL WARMING – AND ITS CURES – HAVE A WOMAN’S FACE
NEW YORK, July 10 – Women are key to climate change solutions and both presidential candidates could benefit by formally recognizing that fact, the head of the Women’s Environmental and Development Organization (WEDO) said today.

“Global warming is an established scientific fact, but U.S. inaction against it is hurting people worldwide,” said WEDO Executive Director June Zeitlin. “Women are disproportionately affected worldwide by climate change, and they are also key to any successful strategy for dealing with it. Technical solutions are not enough.”

Zeitlin called on both Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama and Republican candidate John McCain to announce that they will involve women at every level of climate change negotiations next year as key both to understanding the problem and achieving its solution.

She noted that new proposed legislation, the Investing in Climate Action and Protection Act (ICAP), offers technical solutions that would slash U.S. greenhouse gas output and spur the development of “green” energy, but does not yet mention women’s role. Meanwhile, international talks begin in 2009 on the next phase of the Kyoto Protocol, and the incoming U.S. administration will be expected to take part.

“Women and experts on women’s roles know a lot about how global warming affects women and men differently, and they have a great deal to contribute to this debate. They should be at the table where climate change policy is being made,” Zeitlin said.

Since 2001, the Bush administration has refused to observe the Kyoto Protocol, the only legally binding international pact requiring cuts in greenhouse gas emissions, and has taken little action on the problem in any other way, Zeitlin noted. Meanwhile, the erratic and warmer weather that results from climate change is killing people at home and abroad in disease, storms, floods and droughts, and in the hunger, migrations and conflicts that result from them.

As the majority of the world’s poor, women suffer most when erratic weather brings drought or flood to the marginal land or crowded urban areas where most poor people live. Up to 70 percent of those killed in the Asian tsunami of 2004 were women, and the 1991 cyclone in Bangladesh killed 71 of every 1,000 women, compared to only 15 of every 1,000 men. 

At the same time, Zeitlin said, women’s carbon footprint has been shown to be smaller than men’s; women are most of the world’s farmers, household resource managers and caregivers; and women have led many of the most innovative responses to environmental challenges. “Global warming has a human side as well as a technical side, and the human side has a woman’s face,” Zeitlin said. “It’s time for U.S. policy to reflect that reality.”
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